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It’s good to worship with you again this morning … to come together and open up our hearts and minds up to what God wants to say to us about the GOSPEL, and how God longs for the GOSPEL to make a difference in our lives and in the world.

God is the owner and giver of all, and He entrusts us with gifts, talents, callings, money, and more.  But God also expects you and me as His followers to use all these things for His glory, and not for our own.  One day Jesus Christ is going to return to earth to query each of us about what we did with what He’s entrusted us with.  Keeping back from God what is His is a sign of IMMATURITY, CONTROL, and PRIDE in our lives … and turning over to God what is His is a sign of MATURITY, SURRENDER, and HUMILITY in our lives.  I invite you to keep where you’re at on this continuum this morning in your minds as we continue through MARK 12:1-17 this morning.

Remember these verses we’re studying right now give us a glimpse into the last week of Jesus’ earthly life.  In our past two studies, through MARK 11, Jesus came back into Jerusalem with a parade – as His followers lined the streets waving palm branches and shouting “Hosanna” a Hebrew word that means “God saves”.

After Jesus arrived in Jerusalem on Sunday, He went to the Temple for a look around.  Nearly three years earlier He came into the Temple, saw how the Jewish Religious Leaders had shifted the focus from worshiping God and praying for the nations to scamming the people out of money and told everybody to shape up or ship out.  And so now, three years later, Jesus wanted to look around and see if they’d done what He’d told them to do.  And although He was hugely disappointed, He didn’t say or do anything else that day except go back to Bethany to spend the night – probably at the home of His friend Lazarus and his sisters, Martha and Mary.

First thing Monday morning Jesus and His disciples got up and walked the three miles back to Jerusalem from Bethany.  Along the way, they stopped at a fig tree, expecting to pick some fruit for breakfast.  But when Jesus saw that there were only leaves on the tree, but not any fruit, He cursed the tree.  This was more than just Jesus being cranky because He hadn’t had breakfast.  THE FIG TREE STORY SHOWS TO US THAT JESUS WAS EXPECTING GOOD FRUIT FROM ISRAEL AND FOUND NONE.

When Jesus arrived at the Temple, what happened there paralleled what happened with the fig tree … and so when Jesus didn’t see the fruit His Father wanted to see in the Temple, and because the Jewish Religious Leaders had gone back to the way they were doing things three years before, it was time to clean house.  And I see our FIRST FAITH LESSON here …

FAITH LESSON

God is the owner of all.  God entrusts us with resources to be used for His glory, not our own glory.  Someday God will come back and ask us what we’ve done with the resources He’s entrusted us with.  Maturing followers of Jesus Christ don’t take the resources God intended to be used for His purposes, and use them for their own benefit.  

After spending the night out of Jerusalem, probably in Bethany again, Jesus went to the Temple on Tuesday morning and did what Rabbis did there – He began teaching the people there.  A delegation from the Sanhedrin showed up and demanded to know where Jesus had received the authority to upset things like He’s done in the Temple.

Jesus responded to their question by asking them about the authority John the Baptist had.  MARK 11:32 says that not knowing exactly how to answer, and not wanting to loose the support of the common people the delegation from the Sanhedrin didn’t answer Jesus.  And now, the verses we’re going to look into and that we’re going to invite to use to look into us, took place immediately after this questioning by the Sanhedrin.  Here’s an outline of these 17 verses …

MARK 12:1-8 	Jesus tells a parable.
MARK 12:9-12 	Jesus EXPLAINS and APPLIES a parable.
MARK 12:13-15a 	The Pharisees try to trap Jesus again – this time 
with a question about taxes.
MARK 12:15b-17 	Jesus avoids the Pharisee’s trap – and answers the
			Pharisee’s questions about taxes.

If you’ve spent much time in MATTHEW, MARK, and LUKE (often called, THE SYNOPTIC GOSPELS), then you’ve seen Jesus teaching in parables.  JOHN doesn’t have any parables … instead, it focuses on the relationships and conversations Jesus had with people over His three years of earthly life and ministry.

Parables are a key way Jesus opens our minds, ears, eyes, and hearts to the truths of God.  Almost one third of Jesus’ teachings in the SYNOPTIC GOSPELS are parables.  A parable is a simple, memorable story that often includes compelling imagery, but never tells us the names of actual people … “Once there was a shepherd” … “Once there was a woman” … “Once there was a vineyard owner.”  Jesus often told simple, natural parables as the backdrops to explain profound spiritual truths.

THE GOOD SAMARITAN / LUKE 10:25-37		

NATURAL TRUTH:  A man is robbed, beaten, and then helped.

SPIRITUAL TRUTH:  God loves us, seeks us out in our brokenness and can take us to places of healing and restoration.

THE PRODIGAL SON / LUKE 15:11-32

NATURAL TRUTH:  A son leaves his father, ruins his life and when he comes home, his father accepts him.
SPIRITUAL TRUTH:  We can run away from God, but God will never leave us or forsake us.  New beginnings are possible with God.

MARK 12:1 (NEW AMERICAN STANDARD BIBLE)

1 And He [Jesus] began to speak to them in parables:  “A man PLANTED A VINEYARD AND PUT A WALL AROUND IT, AND DUG A VAT UNDER THE WINE PRESS AND BUILT A TOWER [ISAIAH 5:1-7], and rented it out to vine-growers and went on a journey. [emphasis added]

Jesus often spoke to and even taught non-Jews … people who as a group were usually referred to throughout The New Testament as Gentiles, and this group included Romans, Greeks, Samaritans, and people from other countries.  But because it was the Jewish week of Passover, and because Jesus was teaching near the Temple, He was no doubt speaking to a primarily Jewish audience.  And when He began telling this parable, and using this imagery, His listeners were well aware of the fact that He was quoting from ISAIAH 5, one of the few parables in The Old Testament … and that He was using the vineyard as an illustration of the nation of Israel.

This was a simple parable that by its end would turn into a heavy story … and the people who heard it, no doubt understood it, accepted it or rejected it on numerous different levels.  But on the NATURAL LEVEL, this kind of tenant farming was a common practice in Jesus’ day, especially up North by the Sea of Galilee, where Jesus and His disciples spent much of their three years of life and ministry.  Archaeologists have discovered detailed records telling us about these kinds of conflicts between landowners and tenant farmers.

Today we have city, county and federal tax records, surveyed maps and land plats, and detailed title company documents.  But in Jesus’ day land ownership was often uncertain, and when it was in dispute, usually the person who had three years of continuous use of the land was presumed to be the rightful owner.

In this parable, the vine-growers represent the rulers and leaders of Israel, and the vineyard represents the nation of Israel … or the Jews.  The vine-growers didn’t own the vineyard, they hadn’t bought the vineyard, and in fact, they didn’t even plant the vineyard.  But the generous vineyard owner … God … allowed the vine-growers to work in the vineyard, tending it until the time when the vineyard owner would return and see what they’d done with what they’d been entrusted with.  Remember our FIRST FAITH LESSON?

MARK 12:2-5 (NEW AMERICAN STANDARD BIBLE)

2 At the harvest time he [the vineyard owner] sent a slave to the vine-growers, in order to receive some of the produce of the vineyard from the vine-growers.
3 They took him, and beat him and sent him away empty-handed.
4 Again he sent them another slave, and they wounded him in the head, and treated him shamefully.
5 And he sent another, and that one they killed; and so with many others, beating some and killing others. [emphasis added]

This vineyard owner was one patient … or maybe naïve guy!  For he sends messenger after messenger, even though every single one of them is abused, mistreated, and even killed.  Jesus wanted His listeners to understand that the messengers here included all the people God had tried to sent to the Jews through the centuries to help them hear, see, know, and believe that God loved them and had called them to be SALTY WITNESS AND A BLESSED LIGHT TO THE WORLD ABOUT WHO HE WAS.

Gang, think back with me over what you know about the stories in The Old Testament … as throughout the centuries God used kings and queens, common men and women, prophets and prophetesses, priests, and people young and old as His messengers to the Jews.  But over and over and over and over again, His messengers were rejected, persecuted, and even killed by the Jews.

And now in vv. 6-8 this parable makes its final point, prophetically saying that when God finally sent His own Son … Jesus Christ … as His final messenger, even He would be killed, and His body would be thrown out of the vineyard.  

MARK 12:6-8 (NEW AMERICAN STANDARD BIBLE)

6 He had one more to send, a beloved son; he sent him last of all to them, saying, ‘They will respect my son.’
7 But those vine-growers said to one another, 
This is the heir; come, let us kill him, and the inheritance will be ours!’
8 They took him, and killed him and threw him out of the vineyard.

Imagine how hard it must have been for Jesus as He spoke these final words of the parable, knowing that He was, of course, talking about Himself, as God’s messenger, as God’s heir, and as God’s beloved Son.

In this parable, the owner of the vineyard wasn’t there for the people to see, and so they doubted and mocked His authority.  And gang … listen to me … the more we reject God’s authority in our lives, the more we begin experiencing the fruit of rejecting God’s authority in our lives.  Like little children throwing a tantrum, we yell out “God, You can’t tell me what to do … You can’t tell me how to live my life … You can’t tell me what decisions to make.”  You know what I’m talking about.  I know you do.  Because all of us are human beings.

And yet God the Father patiently waits for us.  And He keeps sending His messengers and His messages to us – some obvious and concrete, and others obtuse and abstract.  And because God has given all of us a free will and didn’t create us to become puppets, He keeps allowing us to experience the all too often painful fruit of choosing to live life separated from Him.  We can’t “see God”, but if we’re to continue growing in God, then in faith and with discernment we will receive all of God’s instruction, correction, pruning, compassion, encouragement.  And I see our SECOND FAITH LESSON here …
FAITH LESSON

Maturing followers of Christ don’t reject God’s messengers or God’s messages.  Transformation is both THE GOAL and THE PATH in our with-God life.

As Jesus tells this parable, it confirms the truth that He knew He was the Son of God, that He knew He was God the Father’s final messenger, that He knew after Him there would be no other, that He knew that at the cross and then at the resurrection, a line would be drawn in the sand of all time and all history, and that everyone would either accept the message of who He was, that He’d stepped out of heaven so that He could step into our lives … or they would reject Him and face certain judgment.  Here’s how 19th-Century British pastor, teacher and author Charles Spurgeon described this truth:

“If you do not hear the well-beloved Son of God, you have refused your last hope.  He is God’s ultimatum.  Nothing remains when Jesus Christ is refused.  No one else can be sent; heaven itself contains no further messenger.  If Jesus Christ be rejected, hope is rejected.”

Common Jewish people welcomed Jesus and His disciples into Jerusalem on Monday, but now, on Tuesday, with the cross just three days away, Jesus makes it clear to the Jewish Religious Leaders that just like it was prophesied in PSALM 118, they would reject and kill him – and in one moment, the full truth of the parable Jesus was telling unfolded to them.  And now, in MARK 12:9-12 Jesus applies this parable, some of which I’ve already done while teaching through the vv. 1-8.

MARK 12:9-12 (NEW AMERICAN STANDARD BIBLE)

9 What will the owner of the vineyard do?  He will come and destroy the vine-growers, and will give the vineyard to others.
10 Have you not even read this Scripture:  “THE STONE WHICH THE BUILDERS REJECTED, THIS BECAME THE CHIEF CORNER stone; 
11 THIS CAME ABOUT FROM THE LORD, AND IT IS MARVELOUS IN OUR EYES'?”
12 And they were seeking to seize Him, and yet they feared the people, for they understood that He spoke the parable against them. And so they left Him and went away.

Throughout God’s Word, Jesus is often likened or compared to a stone or a rock.  

· In PSALM 19:14 David refers to Jesus as his “rock and redeemer.”
· In DANIEL 2:45 Jesus is called “the stone cut without hands.”
· In MATTHEW 7:24 Jesus refers to Himself as “the rock that people of wisdom and surrender build their lives on.”
· In FIRST CORINTHIANS 10:4 Jesus is referred to as the “rock of supply” that God used to accompany Israel during their 40 years in the wilderness after the exodus from Egypt.
· In FIRST PETER 2:8 Peter calls Jesus “the stumbling stone.”

FIRST PETER 2:4-8 (NEW CENTURY VERSION)

4 Come to the Lord Jesus, the “stone.”  5 You also are like living stones, so let yourselves be used to build a spiritual temple — to be holy priests who offer spiritual sacrifices to God.  He will accept those sacrifices through Jesus Christ.  6 The Scripture says:  “I will put a stone in the ground in Jerusalem.  Everything will be built on this important and precious rock.  Anyone who trusts in Him will never be disappointed.”  7 This stone is worth much to you who believe.  But to the people who do not believe, “the stone that the builders rejected has become the cornerstone.”  8 Also, He is “a stone that causes people to stumble, a rock that makes them fall.”

The living stones and the spiritual temple Peter talks about in v. 5 refer to you and me, as the church.  And the important and precious rock, and the cornerstone Peter talks about in vv. 6-7 is Jesus Christ.  Quoting PSALM 118:22, Peter points out that even though Jesus was rejected by many people, He was chosen by God the Father to become the salvation of the world … and that because Jesus submitted to God the Father’s will, many people would choose to believe in Him and become His followers.  He was rejected, even though He was chosen.  Do you see it?

ILLUSTRATION … Remember being chosen or not chosen for Flag Football in Middle School, or for Red Rover in Elementary School?  Yes, the last kid was eventually chosen, but he or she wasn’t chosen right out of the gate.  They were rejected, but ultimately chosen. And this is a good description of what Peter is telling us in FIRST PETER 2:4-8 about Jesus Christ.
The Temple where Jesus was giving this teaching was first built by King Solomon about 1,000 years before Jesus was born, and it’s where the Muslim Mosque called The Dome of the Rock sits today.  You’ve probably seen pictures of The Dome of the Rock … it’s the Mosque whose gold-covered dome is always seen in photos of Jerusalem.  And the hill that it sits, was, in The Old Testament times called Mt. Moriah and it’s the exact same location where King Solomon built the Jewish Temple.
THE DOME OF THE ROCK …
[image: THE DOME OF THE ROCK]
A SHORT TIMELINE OF THE TEMPLE
1,000 BC	King Solomon (son of King David) builds the Temple.
585 BC	Babylonian King Nebuchadnezzar destroys the Temple.
515 BC	The Temple is rebuilt by Zerubbabel and Ezra.
70 AD	The Temple is destroyed by Roman Emperor Titus whose
death came suddenly on 13 September 81 AD.  Some say he was killed by his younger brother Domitian with poisoned fish.  There was no nation of Israel from 70 AD until 1948.

Mt. Moriah was the mountain Abraham and Isaac climbed up to make the sacrifice in GENESIS 22, and it used to be much bigger than it is now, especially on the North side.  Before all the stones for Solomon’s Temple were quarried out of it, Mt. Moriah had a large ridge that ran North, out from where The Dome of the Rock is now, and at the end of that ridge is the place believed to be Golgotha, or Mt. Calvary, the hill where Jesus and the two thieves died on their crosses.

So that the people in the Tabernacle (which was like the portable Temple that was used before Solomon built the Temple) didn’t have to hear all the cutting of the stones, they were all quarried and shaped deep down inside the mountain.  Then they were labeled and numbered as to where they would fit, and which stones they would be set beside, under and above every other stone.  Amazingly, no mortar was used because the stones fit together so perfectly.  And when all this was done, each stone was brought up to the surface with pulleys, platforms and ropes and set into place.  BUT THERE WAS NO SOUND OF CONSTRUCTION HEARD.  NOT A SOUND.
FIRST KINGS 6:7 (NEW ENGLISH TRANSLATION)
7 As the temple was being built, only stones shaped in the quarry were used; the sound of hammers, pickaxes, or any other iron tool was not heard at the Temple while it was being built.
ILLUSTRATION … There’s a story about what Peter’s teaching here that’s not in Scripture, but it’s in the “oral tradition” of stories still being taught by Rabbis all over the world.
As the Temple was being built, the oral tradition of the Rabbis said there was ONE STONE that came up to the surface that wasn’t marked in any way.  Somehow it didn’t get labeled as to where it was supposed to fit.  And so when the stone-setters up on top of the mountain received this UNMARKED STONE they were puzzled about what to do with it.  And when they didn’t come up with an answer to their conundrum, they took it and rolled it off the edge of the hill, down into the Kidron Valley.  And there it sat.
The Kidron is a little valley that runs out to the East of Jerusalem … it’s the dip you have to go into … East of the Temple Mount before you can go up to the Mount of Olives and into the Garden of Gethsemane.
It took Solomon and his builders seven years to complete the Temple … and seven is the Hebrew number of “perfection” or “completion”.  And during those seven years, the brush in the Kidron Valley grew up all around that UNMARKED STONE … and it was all but forgotten.
Finally Solomon’s Temple was nearly finished.  And yet it wasn’t finished; for the KEYSTONE that was needed, the LAST STONE that was to be set at the base of the Temple’s front gate, the CORNER-STONE that would eventually have engraved on it THE STARTING DATE OF THE BUILDING OF THE TEMPLE and THE COMPLETION DATE OF THE BUILDING OF THE TEMPLE was missing … it was nowhere to be found.
For the CORNERSTONE to be missing at this stage in the game was a huge deal.  The men down-below in the quarry scratched their heads and said, “But we sent that stone up years ago.  What did you do with it?”  And the men up top said, “Look, we don’t know what you think you sent up, but it didn’t show up.”  And then somebody said … “Hey, remember that UNMARKED STONE … that stone we rolled off into the Kidron Valley?  Could that STONE have been it?”
And so they hurried down into the Kidron Valley, and they cut back the brush that had grown up, and there it was, THE UNMARKED STONE, THE STONE THAT HAD BEEN REJECTED.  And they hauled it back up the mountain and took it to the place where it was designed to fit, and it was a “perfect” fit!  And as that CORNERSTONE was set into place, it became the STONE that all the other stones FIT UNDER, FIT INTO, and FOUND THEIR COMPLETION IN.
Do you see it?  The architect down in the quarry chose the cornerstone, just like God the Father up in heaven chose Jesus Christ as our Cornerstone.  It was the builders who rejected the cornerstone, just like throughout time, many people here on earth who have rejected Jesus Christ as the one way back into fellowship and relationship with God – the one way back into the fellowship and the relationship with God which had been broken by our sin and by the fact that we live in a sinful and fallen world.

When Jesus came to earth He was chosen as the Cornerstone by the Architect, God the Father … and yet the Jewish Religious Leaders of Jesus’ time rejected Him.  And when they heard this parable I’m sure that they were cut to the heart, and convicted by the Holy Spirit.  But they reacted to the conviction of the Holy Spirit by rejecting Jesus Christ, the Cornerstone, instead of by receiving Jesus Christ, the Corner-stone.  And I see our THIRD FAITH LESSON here …

FAITH LESSON

Maturing disciples of Jesus Christ accept Him not only when they first come into a relationship with Him.  They learn to live lives of surrender, confession, and communion with Him, and to find completion in Him.
Many people who heard Jesus teach this parable loved Him and wanted to follow Him – and so, out of jealousy the Jewish Religious Leaders hatched their plot to murder Jesus.  They thought that if they asked Jesus a trick question, people would hear His answer and think He was siding with the Roman’s against the Jews and turn against Him.  And so in MARK 12:13-15a they try to trap Jesus with a question about taxes …
MARK 12:13-15a (NEW AMERICAN STANDARD BIBLE)

13 Then they sent some of the Pharisees and Herodians to Him in order to trap Him in a statement.
14 They came and said to Him, “Teacher, we know that You are truthful and defer to no one; for You are not partial to any, but teach the way of God in truth. Is it lawful to pay a poll-tax to Caesar, or not?
15a Shall we pay or shall we not pay?”

The last time we saw the Pharisees and the Herodians working together was in MARK 3:6.  Benjamin Franklin said, “The Devil sweetens poison with honey.” … and fortunately Jesus was smart enough to not accept flattery from His enemies.  It was 33 AD, and the Jews had been forced to pay taxes to the Roman Emperor for 27 years.  Some Jews withheld their taxes as a protest that Roman rule wasn’t lawful.  But most Jews just paid three main taxes, just to keep the Romans off their backs.

1. GROUND TAX	10% of all grain and 20% of all fruit and wine.
2. INCOME TAX 	1% of the income any man made.
3. POLL TAX	One denarius a year (a day’s wage), was paid by
men, ages 12-65, and from women, ages 14-65.

Being asked this question about taxes put Jesus between a rock and a hard place.  If He agreed that the tax should be paid, then it would look like He was saying that the Romans and not God was the ruler of Israel.  But if He agreed that the tax shouldn’t be paid, Jesus would be openly declaring Himself an enemy of Rome, and be treated like a subversive at best, and like a revolutionary at worst.  The Pharisees and the Herodians must have really been smiling as they shoved Jesus into this corner that they thought was a no-win situation.  But then, in vv. 15b-17, Jesus gives them an answer that none of them were expecting.

MARK 12:15b-17 (NEW AMERICAN STANDARD BIBLE)

15b … But He, knowing their hypocrisy, said to them, “Why are you testing Me?  Bring Me a denarius to look at.”
16 They brought one.  And He said to them, “Whose likeness and inscription is this?”  And they said to Him, “Caesar's.”
17 And Jesus said to them, “Render to Caesar the things that are Caesar's, and to God the things that are God's.”  And they were amazed at Him.

GANG, IT’S NOT GOOD TO TEST JESUS; because when we do, He probably won’t set us up to be publicly humiliated by His answer … but neither will He be bashful about letting us know in no uncertain terms that we’ll never win an argument with Him.  

The image of the Emperor Tiberius Caesar was on one side of the denarius, and on the other side the words “Pontifex Maximus” were written … a Latin declaration that CAESAR WAS THE HIGH PRIEST OF THE ROMAN EMPIRE.  As Jesus picked up this denarius, He knew full well that by the end of the week Tiberius Caesar’s government would nail Him to a cross and crucify Him – and yet He still said, “Render to Caesar the things that are Caesar’s, and render to God the things that are God’s.”  In other words, Jesus is commanding us here to pay our taxes … something the Apostle Paul also teaches us in ROMANS 13:6-7.  And I see a FOURTH FAITH LESSON here …

FAITH LESSON

The coin belonged to Caesar because his image was stamped on it.  Likewise, you and I must give ourselves fully over to God because His image is stamped on us.  Maturing disciples give their taxes to the government, but they give their lives to God.

v. 17 ends by saying that everyone marveled at what Jesus said.  They marveled, but many of them failed to change.  And just as the Jewish Religious Leaders, the priests, the scribes, and the elders failed to trap Jesus concerning His authority, the Herodians and the Pharisees were unable to trap Jesus concerning His integrity.

[bookmark: _GoBack]Friends, as God’s people … as men and women who call ourselves Christians, you and I must recognize that God is expecting us to produce good fruit unto Him, as a result of the privileges and stewardship He has granted unto us.  And we also need to be responsible citizens of the land in which we live … to render unto Caesar what belongs to Caesar … including paying our taxes.  But more importantly, you and I need to render unto God the things that are God’s, again, as responsible citizens … but not as citizens of earth, but as citizens of the Kingdom of God.

Blessed be the Word of the Lord.

GREGG LAMM WILL BE ON VACATION THIS COMING WEEK … NEXT SUNDAY OUR 2ND STREET FAMILY WILL WORSHIP TOGETHER AND FOCUS ON THE TOPIC OF “HOPE”.  INVITE SOMEONE YOU KNOW WHO ISN’T YET PART OF A CHURCH FAMILY TO JOIN YOU … AND COME PRAYING AND EXPECTING! 
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